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Christopher Marquis, a journalist for
the New York Times, spoke to journalism
students Wednesday, October 10 about life as
a journalist and his experiences in the field.

“Journalism is a fulfilling lifestyle.
It makes you feel socially relevant and it can
be a very exciting, as well as stressful job.
Journalists have to be accurate as well as good
storytellers. Journalists want to inform but they
also want to engage the reader. They want to
get people talking at the breakfast table,”
Marquis said.

Marquis said he advised students
interested in pursuing a career in journalism
to take advantage of internship programs with
newspapers and to build up as many examples
of their work as possible.  “You have to have
the right personality. You have to like
excitement and have the ability to manage
many things at once,” Marquis said.

Marquis, who speaks fluent Spanish,
began his career in Argentina covering drug-
trafficking and assassination attempts on
political officials.

“I would send my stories to
newspapers and radios trying to build up clips,”
Marquis said.

Marquis moved throughout Latin
and South America reporting on the often tense
conditions and unrest. Marquis was abducted
in El Salvador during a civil war when rebels
captured the hotel he was in. Marquis described
foreign correspondence as a difficult job.

“You have to be alert to the
environment and culture of the country you are
in. By no means do I live to cover the
dangerous situation but if there is civil unrest
it is my job to cover it.”

Marquis landed a job with the Miami
Herald and has since moved on to the New
York Times where he works in the Washington
Bureau as a general assignment reporter.

NY Times Writer Speaks to Journalism Class

Student council members traveled to
freshmen representative Brandon Walsh’s
house Tuesday, September 30 to spend a day
discussing the year’s agenda.

“The purpose of the retreat was
threefold. One objective was to establish or re-
affirm the mission for the year, the second was
to do some team building, and the third was to
meet in committees and set committee goals
for the year,” Vice Principal and Student
Council advisor Mr. Gib West said.

The student council received a tour
of the house, which was the basis for the board
game Clue, as well as enjoying some down time
eating and discussing topics for the year.

Among the issues the group discussed as a
whole were advisory and the issue of substance
abuse.

“The older students especially had a
big concern and thought that drugs were a major
problem. It was clear everyone concerned,” Mr.
West said. The curriculum committee proposed
an upper level health class to better educate
students about the dangers of drugs and alcohol,
according to Mr. West. The council and Mr.
West also wanted to make advisory and X Block
a more meaningful use of time for students.

“We need to find a way to make X-
Block more effective for the masses who don’t
participate,” Mr. West said.

After talking about some of the more
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By Zach Chapman
Current Staff

Student Council Takes Retreat

Students in Mr. Logan’s 010 Physics class work on a Spud Gun as part of a motion project.
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Editorial

How do you turn around a school with an “incredible lack of respect,” no school spirit,
and a lot of negativity? Start by spelling its name right.

ConVal isn’t Conval, it’s ConVal. We here at The Current have been spelling ConVal
with an uppercase “V” for the past thirty or so issues. In May 2002, Principal Susan Dell, our
publisher told us, that that was correct. ConVal is the condensed version of Contoocook Valley;
CV, not Cv.

Is this still a problem? Well, for The Current, not really. Sure, a delinquent lowercase
“v” slips by, but on a whole, we do a good job spelling ConVal correctly. However, some locals
haven’t gotten the memo. The Peterborough Transcript’s headline for the 10/9 edition stated,
“Conval has no respect”, and mentioned Conval with the lowercase “v” no less than six times
in the article.

What does this show? Well, more likely than not, it is a simple mistake of not checking
for correct spelling. It does show something else however. Does the community care about
ConVal?

Consider this. A student is at school for seven hours. Assuming he gets nine hours of
sleep, he spends the other eight hours of his day in the community. That is to say, with parents,
friends, working, or participating in an activity outside of school. Let’s exclude those who spend
time after school in school with a club or sport, because there is no “lack of respect” when you
are playing a sport or working for a club. The people who spend time in the community are the
community. This isn’t just students, it’s parents, adults, citizens - everybody. Now, if these
people don’t have a clue of the correct spelling of ConVal, how could they possibly respect us?

Homecoming is trying to be a big event, and yet, if you asked a resident of
Peterborough without kids if he knew about Homecoming, he would be surprised that there was
one. Not to say anything bad about my bosses, but they didn’t know about Homecoming
Weekend, and this is a respected establishment in Peterborough.

Ask you parents to name three out of the four principals of ConVal. They won’t be able
to. Ask a ConVal alum what they thought about the ConVal experience, and he will tell you about
student behavior that is the same as it is today.

Here is the killer question to ask fellow members of the community; did you vote in
the last ConVal district elections? For 64% of registered voters, the answer is no. School board
member Craig Hicks told The Transcript that he attributes part of the problem to “a big chunk
of kids who are doing nothing.” Allow me to add that if students are doing nothing, they are
simply following the lead of fellow members of the community. If the voters aren’t respecting
ConVal by voting, how can ConVal’s student population respect ConVal at all?

Con(V)al’s Lack of Respect

Kyle Leary

I could go for one of those

Clarification Over Negativity Editorial

There has been confusion over a September 26th editorial entitled “A Positive
Approach to Negativity.” The editorial, which addressed the issue of negativity at ConVal,
is a problem that we, at The Current felt was important to discuss.  The editorial, however,
was written in a satirical manner and in the tone of a typical negative student at ConVal.
The editorial blames cameras, teachers, and rules that make ConVal an unbearable place.
These examples, along with the subtle satirical tone of the editorial were intended to
capture the essence of a negative student, rather than to blame the school or its administration
in any way.  We apologize for any confusion that this may have caused.

Great Class Contest

Think your class is the best? Then
tell us about it! Submit a
description on why your class is
a great class in ConVal. Winners
will have their class profiled in
an upcoming edition of The
Current. Submit entries to
newspaper@conval.edu
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CartoonBy Carter Hammond

New Iraqi Water
Purification System-

$14.6 billion

New Iraqi Sewer
System-

$18.8 billion

New
Iraqi

Police
Force-
$20.9
Billion

New Iraqi Justice System-
Priceless

 A recent concert at UNH in Durham
provided many college students, and some high
schoolers with something fun to do on a Sunday
night. TheVolkswagen Music Education Tour
stopped at UNH on October 5th, delivering a
free show packed with the Ataris and Vendetta
Red to the concert-hungry students.

Vendetta Red played first, livening up
the crowd with their hardcore emo music (a.k.a.
screamo). Zach Davidson (the lead singer) made
a few comments that must have made the
security there give him suspicious looks, such
as “This song is about blowing a load to a dead
hooker,” and other interesting tidbits. The set
list included their hits, ‘Shatterday’, ‘Lipstick
Tourniquets’, ‘Ambulance Chaser ’ and
‘Accident Sex’ as well as other tracks off their
debut album, Between the Never and the Now,
available from Sony Records. Vendetta Red
lived up to their reputation as an exceptional
live band, moving the crowd to jump with the
beat, and even got the ones who are too cool for
VR to nod their heads. Zach’s voice is made for
screaming, and scream he does. There was one
moment where Zach’s scream reached such a
level that it deafened the crowd. At that moment,
I don’t doubt that the entire crowd was glad they
weren’t the unfortunate ones standing next to
the speaker.

After Vendetta Red’s vivacious set,
the headlining band, the Ataris, took the stage.
The Ataris are known for making a connection
with the crowd when they perform and that is
exactly what they did. Kris Roe (lead vocals)
discussed the fact that he had a toothache before
the show and when offered both Tylenol and
whiskey, he chose the whiskey. After telling his
life story, the band opened with ‘Unopened
Letter to the World,’ which is off their latest
album, So Long Astoria. They followed this with
other puppy-love songs such as, ‘IOU One
Galaxy’, ‘I Won’t Spend Another Night Alone’,
‘Summer Wind Was Always Our Song’ and their
current hits, ‘In This Diary’ and the cover of
Don Henley’s “Boys of Summer.” After this,
the band left the stage, the crowd screaming for
more. An encore was given where an electric
acoustic version of ‘The Saddest Song’ produced
the perfect time for Kris to stop singing and let
the crowd do all the work. The Ataris are also
known for inviting a fan to come up and play
guitar for any song and this time the song ‘San
Dimas High School Football Rules’. The fan
playing guitar left Kris unencumbered with his
guitar, allowing him to dive into the crowd. The
bassist, Mike Davenport, threw his microphone

into the audience, which resulted in many fans
fighting over possession. After an exhausting
show, the Ataris wrapped up with a cover of the

By Natalie Farres
Current Staff

Misfits ‘Astro Zombies’. For $10, the show was
over the top, with both bands providing the
audience with an amazing performance.

1. KAZAAM
2. Gods & Generals
3. Pee-Wee’s Big Adventure
4. Jungle 2 Jungle
5. Ernest Goes to Camp
6. The Order
7. Waterworld
8. Next Friday
9. Biker Boyz
10. Ernest Scared Stupid
11. MVP: Most Valuable Primate
12. XXX
13. Bullet Proof Monk
14. Twins
15. Ernest Saves Christmas
16. Krull
17. Masters of the Universe
18. Batman & Robin
19. Gigli
20. Ernest Goes to Jail
21. Steel
22. Spice World
23. S.W.A.T.
24. STOP! Or my Mom Will Shoot

25. Jingle All The Way
26. Dumb and Dumberer
27. Gone Fishin’
28. Super Mario Bros.
29. Police Academy 4: Citizens on Patrol
30. Hercules in New York
31. Teen Wolf Too
32. Under Siege 2: Dark Territory
33. Radio
34. CLOCKSTOPPERS
35. Kindergarten Cop
36. Planet of the Apes
37. Eight Legged Freaks
38. Encino Man
39.  Spiderman
40. Junior
41. Dickie Roberts
42. From Justin to Kelly
43. Speed 2
44. Rollerball
45. The Return of the Texas Chainsaw
Massacre
46. Panic Room
47. Double Team
48. About a Boy
49. Jason X
50. Exit Wounds

Fifty Movies You Should See before
Seeing Identity

By Rob Chapman
Current Staff

The Ataris and Vendetta Red Play at UNH
ENTERTAINMENT
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News Briefs

Marquis has covered Colin Powell, Madeline
Albright and former President Clinton. He was
in Peru with Powell during September 11, 2001,
and was rushed to Washington with Powell after
word of the attacks spread. Marquis was also
employed with The Times during the recent
Jayson Blair scandal. He said the scandal was
a bad moment for The Times which takes pride
in its high journalistic standards and quality
writing.

“A newspaper is a human institution
so there is going to be mistakes. I certainly hope

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 this was an isolated incident. I don’t think
journalists are in the business to make things
up. In this day and age of 24 hour news there is
huge pressure to get the sexy angle on a story. I
think this is what leads to incidents of
plagiarism and fabrication,” Marquis said.

Marquis studied literature at Cal-
Berkley and has been a teaching fellow at
Harvard and Stanford Universities. Marquis is
finishing a three week residency at McDowell
Colony where he is working on his second
novel. Marquis’ first novel, A Hole in the Heart,
about the life of a woman struggling with loss
in Alaska, was published this year.

wide-ranging problems facing ConVal the
council split into specific committees to set
goals for the year. The student council consists
of four committees: Curriculum, Activities,
Student Voice, and Heart-Heart.

The curriculum committee’s
intentions were to assess the World Religion
class as well as to work with guidance to inform
students about the guidance curriculum.

“We want to make it so students know
more about the PSAT’s and SAT’s,” junior
committee member Sophie Weeks said.

Sophomore Allegra Hyde also
proposed a petition to start a Latin Class.

“I think a Latin Class would be great
for ConVal because it is so connected to the
other languages offered. We also have a gap
between Chem 1 and A.P. Chemistry. A lot of
other schools our size offer Chem 1, 2 and A.P.,”
Hyde said.

The committee also discussed adding
Chem 2 to the available chemistry courses
because of an apparent gap between Chem 1
and A.P. Chemistry.

The Activities Committee set a goal
to make students aware of what is going on in
and outside of school as well as to bring
students together through activities with a
positive purpose, according to Mr. West.

Mr. West said the Student Voice

Committee aimed to have the Judicial Board, a
board made of students to help give students a
fair voice when assessing punishment for bad
behavior, up in running by late November. The
Heart to Heart Committee’s objectives were to
have a canned goods drive, as well as volunteer
time in a soup kitchen.

Student Council members said they
found the day helpful.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“The day was helped me get to know

the other members of Student Council better.
Sometimes it’s hard to discus all of the topics
in our shorter meetings so it was nice to have a
whole day’s worth of discussion,” Hyde said.

“It was really good for us. It really
helped some of us who didn’t know each other
that well to bond,” Weeks said.

Student Council Works on Government

Times Reporter Speaks on
Recent Scandal; 9/11

Two shelf-stereos will be given out
this coming Monday to the two student grand
prize winners of the National Hot Lunch Week
Drawing.

Manager of the ConVal Cafeteria,
Rick Seavey said that a raffle ticket would be
handed out this week in Advisory to every
student. There will be one boy and one girl
winner of the CD/Tape/Radio stereos. There
are 1st and 2nd prizes as well, which include

Snapple Canvas Fold Up chairs and free hot
lunches.

“This is National Hot Lunch Week,”
Mr. Seavey said, “and this is what we are doing
to promote it.”

“We want you guys to be aware of
what’s going on and provide a vehicle for
students to be able to have a voice and express
their opinions.” Tony Geraci, Food Service
Director, said. He described lunch as an “Oasis”
during the school day.

“You guys should be able to come
here, hang out and enjoy it.”

By Mandy Britton
Current Staff

Cafe Raffle Next WeekThere’s a new name for
Peterborough’s local bicycle shop.  Once the
Eclectic Bicycle, the shop on Grove Street has
now become Ride 365.

“Now that we are retailing winter
sports equipment it is time to change the name
to better reflect what it is we are trying to do
here in Peterborough,” Matthew Crews, owner
and operator of Ride 365 said.

Starting earlier this fall, Ride 365 has
been selling snowboards from Supernatural,
Ride, leb Technologies, 5150, GNU, and
Liberty.

“We’ve sold six boards already,”
Crews said.  Ride 365 also sells accessories,
boots, and bindings, as well as providing ski

By Duncan McGovern
Current Staff

and snowboard repairs.
“Ride 365 will continue to sell

bicycles throughout the winter and will
integrate bicycles, ski, and snowboard
services throught the year,” Crews added.

Eclectic Bicycle Becomes Ride 365
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MOVIES
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ENTERTAINMENT
MUSIC

By Jo Jo Giovannangeli
with apologies to Ambrose Bierce

Jo-Jo’s New World Dictionary of the ConVal Language

3 Stars (out of 5)
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News Briefs


