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SAT | To Change its Format Drastically in 2005

By Bradley Farnsworth

Current Staff

The SAT I, a required test for entry
into most colleges will be changing its forma
in 2005, when this year's sophomores ar
freshmen will be taking it.

“The SATs are an aptitude test, it
measures verbal and math reasoning. It's abo
what you are taught,” Director of Guidanc
Joe Hayes said.
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“The new SAT will improve the
alignment of the test with current curriculum
and institutional practices in high school an
college,” says www.collegeboard.com, a
website for SAT information and registration.

While this year’s juniors and seniors
don’t need to worry about the changes, th
sophomores and freshmen planning to take the
SATs should note the major changes.
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Photo Credit: Kyle Leary
Mr. West has been honored by students and staff for his hard work and dedication at ConVal

According to collegeboard.com,
there will be changes to the writing section’s 1 d
multiple choice questions. The analogies will M r- WeSt N O m I n ate For
be eliminated, short reading passages will be

added, quantitative comparisons will be ASSIStant PrInC|pa| Of the Year

eliminated from the math section, and the math

content will be expanded to include topics One of those students was senior Matt

from third year college prep math. B}%@?me Sordillo.

The analogies (example: frog::pond “It was a great chance to help out
as moose::forest) being eliminated appear to ConVal Assistant Principal Mr. G. someone who spends his time helping everyone
be the most major change, since they were sBruce West is a finalist for the Assistant Principalelse,” Sordillo said.
famously cruel that even “Late Night With of the Year. The decision will be made final in Another student at the meeting was
Conan O'Brien” had a skit with a parody of January. senior Erin Lawless.
the analogies. “I nominated him because of his great “He deserves this award. He always

work with students,” Principal Susan Dell said. puts other people in front of him,” Lawless said.

The next SATs are December 6th for He was a finalist for Teacher of the Year in 1989English teacher Tim Clark wrote a required
well.” recommendation letter.
registered can register online or by mail to take.__. “This is an exciting honor for me,” West _ “Mr. West rea’!Iy helped_ m? out in my
. said. first year as a teacher,” Clark said. “He gave me
it on May 1st or June Sth. o The New Hampshire Association of the best piece of advice | got that year. | was having

More information and registration gchool Principal’s sponsors the award. Ontrouble with a difficult freshman class. He said *
for the SATs can be found at November 14 representatives from thatyou're notshowing them how much you like them.
www.collegeboard.com or in the guidance organization met with ConVal students to ask them said ‘| don't like them.’ Mr. West told me ‘you're
office. about Mr. West. an actor, right? Act like you like them.”
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Editorial

West, Staff Vital to Our Environmen

As mentioned in today’s front-page story, Mr.West has been homing
for Assistant Principal of the year by the New Hampshire Association of Sch
Principals. Without question, Mr.West is more than deserving of this honor.
knowledge and experience in the education field itself improve the well-bg

CONVAL CURRENT

Editor-in-Chief:
Joe Menard

Executive Editor:
Kyle Leary

Staff Writers:
ted Aaron Bloch, Rob Chapman,
00 ach Chapman, Lucy Corwin, Rob
. Crook, Audrey Crosby, Justin
Hi$ole, Tom Edick, Bradley
in@arnsworth, Natalie Farres, Jo-Jo

and efficiency of Conval’s learning environment. Mr.West has worked in educ
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since 1980, beginning full-time work at ConVal in 1985. He has been an Assigtanfeke Lowell, Russell Morash, Zach

Principal for the past seven years.

Mr.West also represents the face of ConVal's administration. He bridge

dialogue and communication between the administration he is apart of an
students and staff that he has formed such personal relationships with. He r
with both sides and is very judicial and fair in dealing with disciplinary issues

problems our school faces. He identifies opposing views and often compronise

between the two. As an administrator, Mr.West is involved in the import
decisions that shape our school. But his commitment goes much further than
He can be seen greeting people in the halls, performing bus duty, cheerin
sports teams, and helping people with their own problems on a one-on-one |
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It almost seems as though he knows every staff member, administrator, and sfudents- Susan J. Dell, Principal

on a personal level, an unimaginable feat for a person as busy and hardwork
him.

ng ascontact us:
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The passion and dedication that Mr. West brings to ConVal perme
through much of the staff. We, the students, are blessed with an extraord
amount of hard-working teachers who will often go the extra mile in ensuring
learning. There are many teachers that stay late after school helping student
curriculum, extra-curricular activities, and even an interest into lives of th
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students.

ConVal, like any school or institution, has many of its own dilemmas ¢
not every side will be happy with the way in which the dilemmas are hand
With the presence of Mr. West and ConVal's staff and administration, howeve
common ground can usually be found and problems find solutions. The stre
of our school is its people and the way they deal with others. Mr. West embd
this strength, which will hopefully be carried out in some way by us all.

Joe Menard

"“Quote of the Week

L é Compiled by Zeke Lowell

S?QLUSA Todayas come out with
a new survey: Apparently three
out of four people make up 75
percent of the population.”

-David Letterman

Mr. CurrentiusConVal
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OPINION

Jo-Jo’s New World Dictionary of the ConVal Language

By Jo Jo Giovannangeli
with apologies to Ambrose Bierce

Alternative: adj. A word used to describe those who rebel against'society in an attempt/to appear philosophical.

Antagonize v. To talk to.

Decide v. To make an incorrect choice.

Happy: adj. Provincial.

Idea: n. The seeds from which failures are born.

Lineman: n. A supreme, godlike man who takes great pleasure in the thanklessjob of protecting those who carry the football.
Missing: adj. Not looked for.

Popular: n. Either rich, attractive or easily able to access certain substanées.

Possessiom. An item or person to be flaunted and not shared.

Unlikely: adj. A word that is commonly used to describe the probability of a good thing happening.

The Answer Lies In The Power of Pre-Cal

“I'm sorry, sir!” he said. He turned all rusty and kind of pointy in some places.

B CFE,E;R ngook around and ran away, ditching his friends andVaybe that's why some of the chicks scream in
manhood. pain when | swat them away...
Since I've used my power, ConVal The incident has also gotten me a large

| have recently discovered a new has completely changed. Bullies now bowamount of respect among my peers in school. |
form of intimidation. For years | have been before me and | have generated even morean now walk freely through the halls wearing
bullied and humiliated i popularity, which seems my Pokemon shirts andord of the Ringsat
school by those who believ : impossible considering how without fear of a beating. | once even dared to
muscle is power. But now eCfOOk S Corner popular | was before. With all sing ‘My Heart Will Go On’ by Celine Dion as

Crooked Humor

have my own power that | have of this popularity, | have loud as | could in the halls. The life of a free
been using to take revenge on gotten alittle paranoid. Maybe man is indeed great.
my unsuspecting foes. my massive amount of popularity will

Brett Stafford, one of the more somehow grow so thick that it will collapse and For those of you who always ask,
‘hardcore’ bullies in ConVal, confronted me Illimplode. Why does God have to be so cruel?”When will | use this in real life?” in math class
with his usual smirk of mischief. All of his you have your answer. It is because of this that
friends were there and some were giggling like Another bonus from my victory is the | recommend Pre-Cal to any of you who are tired
demented idiots. increased interest from female students. An@f being bullied and harassed. It may be a

“Hey, Crook! It's time for your daily ~ when | say female students, | mean really hodlifficult class but the rewards more than make
wedgie!” he said while walking towards me. chicks that would love nothing than to makeup for it. Pre-Cal can improve your love life,

It was then that | decided to use my out with me. It's gotten to the point where | make you more popular, gain you respect, and,
Pre-Calculus abilities. have to bring a fly swatter into the school toin some cases, resurrect the dead.

“Why don’t you go do some Kkeep the hotties from jumping all over me. | must warn you that Pre-Cal is not a
polynomial long-division, vermin!” | yelled.  Actually | call the swatter the ‘Chick Savior’ power to be used by an ignorant mind. Its power

Brett looked as if | had hit him with because it sounds cooler, but in reality it's jusis far greater than anything you could
a powerful punch. He looked at me on the vergean old fly swatter. Now that | think about it, comprehend. Use that power wisely, my friends.
of tears. the fly swatter could be dangerous. | mean it's
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G’ S ATL Dance Team _Search?r_lg
@t Fir For New Practice Facility

By Tina Vilamarim interested and an advisor willing to spend time
Satu rday, December 6th Current Staff with the team,” Principal Susan Dell said. “The
money for the co-curricular activities is in a big
The Peterborough Dance Teampool. In order to have the team a ConVal-
already struggling with a lack of members an@dponsored activity, there must be an open spot,
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM sponsors, is now facing the loss of its practice or we need to request more money. But the school
On November 19th, South Meadowboard doesn't like when we do that.”
School Principal Richard Dunning informed the Currently, Janine Wall, along with her
team’s advisor, Janine Wall, that SMS waslaughter, team captain, Kim Wall must go back
Come Support the Vendors starting a dance team after the Christmas brea. the ConVal administration for some practice

and the Senior Class! This means that the team must find another plaspace.
to practice when the middle school team starts “If we cannot persuade the ConVal
up. administration, then we will have to continue to

The team has been practicing at SM$ractice at SMS, just in a different atrium,” team
because it is not an official co-curricular activityCaptain Kim Wall said. “ But if that doesn’t work,
at ConVal. I don't know what else we could do.”

“There needs to be a lot of students

There is no snow date for this event

Senior Class Officers Don’'t Feel They Are Being Heard

By Rléii?tllsgf/florash be resentful over their election last year,” senioof student government work before the election
Jo-Jo Giovannangeli said. would’'ve helped, Wilkins said, “Yes, definitely.
) ) ) “It could happen. If they have an idealt’s been run by a group of people who have been
After three months in office, senior 414 no one else will listen to it they should makeoing this for the past three years.”
class President Derek Wilkins and Vice 4 gpecial appointment with Mr. Bartsch or Mr. “They are both really willing to learn,
President Sean Mullins feel their ideas aregeijtnauer and discuss it,” former class Presidehtt it's difficult for them because they haven't
sometimes being ignored by fellow class j,stin pole said. been a part of student council for the past three

officers. Following their election after a disputed When asked whether doing some soryears,” Senior Class Secretary Jill Stockwell said.
race last June, Mullins and Wilkins have been

attending meetings and sharing their ideas with
their co-workers Mullins and Wilkins have both
said that many times when they contribute in a
discussion their ideas are not taken seriously. M aC Lab S u ﬁe rS
“l think that more people should be
open to our ideas,” Mullins said.
“When Sean and | put out our opinion, Te m p O rary LOSS Of D ata

they are like, yeah sure. They don't care what
we are talking about,” Wilkins said.

“I haven't heard them say much,” “It was the loss of time that was most
Senior Class Advisor John Reitnauer said. “The By Trevor Hunt harmful,” sophomore Audrey Crosby said.
things we are discussing now are the craft fair current Staft For many students, the lack of access
and the prom. The problem is a lot of these major to their files proved to be a headache.
decisions took place last year.” Someone crashed the student data “It was frustrating not being able to get

“If they want to be heard they should server in the Mac lab on Thursday, Novembemy papers in on time,” junior Virgil Slamin said.
probably come in with some sort of formal 20", resulting in a loss of all saved student file§The real loss is in trust,” Mr. Nott said. “The
agenda,” added fellow Senior Class Advisor for the day. The same thing happened on Monddyac lab has always depended on the student's
Steve Bartsch. “They should feel lucky with the the 24th. good will for it to run smoothly.”
cast of characters they have working for them.” The timing was the biggest factor of With few security measures in place,

Neither Mullins nor Wilkins had any the problem, because Mr. Peter Nott, the H.R.GLis hard to find out who is behind the problem.
previous student council experience. aide wasn't available on either day, leaving a “It seems pointless”, said Mr. Nott,

“| think it could be happening because Visibly frustrated sub and English teacher Jilfesponding to the incident. “It's only hurting
a lot of the student council members could still Lawler searching for a solution. yourselves.”



