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The ConVal school board had two
public hearings on Wednesday and Thursday of
this week on the controversy surrounding David
Dodge.

Mr. Dodge, a teacher at Great Brook
School (GBS) in Antrim, was suspended for
insubordination on October 31, 2003.

According to The Monadnock Ledger,
numerous parents and students have asked what
prompted Dodge’s suspension, but have received
no answers from school officials.

Mary Gaul, director of Uniserv, a
teacher advocacy organization connected to the
National Education Association of New

Hampshire, is representing Mr. Dodge along with
attorney James Allmendinger.

Gaul told the Ledger that Dodge “has
not had this action taken as a result of his classroom
performance – in fact, he has won many awards.”

“Nor have there been allegations of
illegal conduct,” she added.

Since his suspension became public,
approximately 250 students and teachers have
signed a petition at ConVal.  Students, teachers
and parents have been writing letters to ConVal
superintendent Keith Burke about the issue as well.

About 100 students at GBS protested
Dodge’s suspension before and during school on
Friday, December 19 of last year.

Dodge has taught at GBS for 21 years.

By Justin Dole
Current Staff

Students, Teachers Rally Round
Suspended GBS Teacher

Talking to someone who’s been in plays
is fairly common. Talking to someone who has done
professional acting is not common. Talking to
someone who has been on national TV is very rare,
yet that’s exactly what Mr. Clark’s Journalism class
did.

Actress Lisa Bostnar came to the
Journalism class on January 8th for a press
conference on her career and life. She has been in
the Peterborough Players and has also been on a
few episodes of “Law & Order.”

Even though she has had guest
performances on “Law and Order” and acted in off-
Broadway plays, she still does not feel she had has
her big break in the acting business.  Still, Bostnar
has been one of the luckier actresses.

“I haven’t had to wait tables in ten years,”
she said,“unlike 95% of unemployed actors and
actresses in the country.”

Bostnar has been coming to
Peterborough since 1996.  Last summer she starred
in four of the six productions that were presented at
the local playhouse.

 She lives in New York, where most of
her performances take place. She does travel to New
Hampshire for plays as well.

 Bostnar has described her journey to
New Hampshire “like a paid vacation.” Two days
working on “Law & Order” paid more than an off-
Broadway hit she worked on for three months. The
pay in a New Hampshire play is “enough to get by,
and that’s about it,” she said.

Perhaps the most surprising news was
that she would be moving out of her apartment in
New York and moving to New Hampshire. She said
she fell in love with a teacher from Mascenic High
School, and they are currently engaged.

 She went to college where she majored
in Russian,which was put to use in an episode of
“Law & Order,” minored in Chinese, and also did
voice-over work for the show “Ed”.

With so many TV shows, plays, and
movies, it is a common misconception that anyone
can become successful. However, according to
Bostnar, only 5% of actors are employed.

But don’t let that discourage you. “If you
want it hard enough, work for it, go for it,” she said.

By Lucy Corwin and Bradley Farnsworth
Current Staff

TV/Theatre Actress Speaks to Journalism Class

Lisa Bostnar played the starring Role in 2003’s Candida, at the Peterborough Players.
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Quote of the Week

The Current is looking for entries for Class of the Week. The
Class of the Week is an opportunity for students to define quality in
class offerings and in class members. Students should write an essay
on why the class is a quality class, concentrating on course content,
and activities, not the teachers. Chosen classes will be photographed
and appear, along with the submited essay, in the pages of The Current.

Kyle Leary

We’d like to define what a good teacher really is. Not just good, but really good.
It’s actually quite simple. Any average Joe on the street can teach any course with a good
textbook. All you have to do is tell the students to read the chapter, answer the questions
for homework, and tell the student what they got wrong, and hopefully be able to tell the
student why he got the problem wrong. But a good teacher is one who can take the subject
at hand, and make it worth the student’s time to learn it, make the material interesting, fun,
even. That is what really good teachers strive for.

We have come across many good teachers in our time in the ConVal school
system. Elementary school, middle school, and yes, even ConVal High School has its share
of extraordinary teachers. What we are beginning to find more and more frightening is that
the district administration is trying to get rid of one of them.

For those who went to Great Brook School, David Dodge is something of a cult
hero. He made learning fun. He gave his class interesting stuff to do. His teaching style is
one that should be standard for those in  his position. He has won countless awards and has
inspired numerous people to pursue science, the subject he taught with enthusiasm.

For a teacher of his stature, one would think that he would have the utmost respect
of his superiors, let alone job security. And yet he is being ousted for what seems to be
weightless charges of insubordination.

His crime? Showing favoritism towards students. He showed all of his students
favoritism, not just a select few. He gave flowers to all the girls, water bottles to all who were
thirsty, pizza to those who forgot their lunch money. These kinds of crimes can be related
to being ticketed for jaywalking, when you were only walking on the far side of the
crosswalk.

Why him? The vibe we’re getting is that the people directly in charge of him feel
he is out of control, and therefore wanted him to be fired. Note that he was suspended for
a month before the local papers caught wind of this “scandal.”

What’s worse, the accusation can be challenged by the teacher’s  lawyers, leaving
the district wide open for a countersuit. This is a case that the teachers union can win. Since
the people responsible for asking for the charges aren’t the ones on the hook for the money,
ConVal taxpayer (read, our parents) will pick up the tab for any damages the NEA wants
to pursue.

We really enjoyed Mr. Dodge as a teacher, so it will be hard to see him leave GBS
(you don’t really think he’ll stick around after this, right?). It’s sad to see that the district
can’t comprehend what having a teacher like Mr. Dodge means for them, or for us.  If this
continues, students will have to suffer through the average Joe teachers for the rest of their
school years.

In Defense of Good Teachers

Math students?

Or gameaholics?

“If there were in the world today any
large number of people who desired
their own happiness more than they
desired the unhappiness of others, we
could have paradise in a few years.”

- Bertrand Russell
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OPINION

The Student Council

Graffiti is a problem as old as time, or at
least the 70’s. Everyday I step into the bathrooms
of ConVal and what do I see hastily scrawled about
the inner confines of our precious guacamole green
stalls? Precisely what I described in the sentence
prior: graffiti. And I have to admit, folks, it’s getting
pretty annoying.

Of course, someone writes TOYOTY all
over the school and they are famed as heroes.  But,
alas, illiterate heroes. You see, I’ve done the
research, and that isn’t even a real word.  And yet
we love them anyway, because it is something that
no one else had the courage to do- an avenging angel
in the form of a red marker.

But, write that foul word “bomb” (or
“bom” to some) and see what that gets you. An hour
in the sub zero glacial chill of New Hampshire and

the impending wrath of every student in attendance,
that’s what. Note how there has only been one bomb
threat this winter, as opposed to the seven million
billion during the warmer seasons. It is
also funny to note that we never get
bomb threats on rainy days or,
really, on any day that could
be construed as more than
moderately unpleasant.

So, what are we to
do about this, hm? Well, I
would suggest that we come
together as a community to stop
the defacing of our school property.
But, alas, I am a realist.

There must be a realistic method to which
we can effectively rid our school of this mutilating
quandary. And I do believe I have found the ointment
that may be applied to such a debilitating rash. I

suggest, no, I propose, that we, instead of ridding
our school of graffiti, start to formulate our negative,
impulsive tendencies into positive, not-quite-so

impulsive tendencies.
That’s right, the

next time you see a free
space on your bathroom
stall door, or mirror,
scribble a few pleasant,
encouraging words for
the next passerby to see.

They will most
undoubtedly be

overly-enthusèd with your
good-natured remarks.

Such simple, happy comments may be
anything from:

“I Love X-Block! Not because it give me
plentiful amounts of time to make-out with my
freshman girlfriend under the stairs, but rather
because I now have the time I need to work on that
tricky pre-calculus homework and get the help I need!
I’m an honor roll student, how about you?!”

To:
“You’re the bomb! But in a gleeful,

culturally praising gesture that in no way implies the
existence of an explosive device! Yay!”

All we have to do is try a little harder to
know what’s going on in the minds of others. And as
for those pesky anarchy symbols that pop up here
and there? Well, they are just an “A” aren’t they?
And an “A” is just the beginning of any old word,
right? So, why not finish that word and turn that “A”
into an “Apple” or an “Aunty.” Maybe you’ll be in
the mood to enlighten someone’s vocabulary, then
you can use big words like “Animosity” or
“Articulation.” Go on, feel free to be creative.

Sometimes, you might see fit to encourage
others to follow in your footsteps. In such a case,
you might want to writing something like:

“My message isn’t written in bodily fluids.
How about yours, buddy?”

And what about those phone numbers that
pop up everywhere? Constantly telling you and me
to call someone named Bubba for what they promise
to be a good time. I have called Bubba, and a pleasant
time I did no have. A pleasant time I did not have at
all.

Well, unfortunately, the only way to deal
with these menacing requests is to foil them at their
own game. Instead of writing down the phone
numbers of ex-cons and unlawfully released mental
patients, write down something like:

“For a good time call
1-900-SAVE-THE-CHILDREN.”

The dim witted will be fooled into thinking
that they are going to talk dirty with Candy, when, in
fact, they will be talking to Gladys and, at the same
time, feeding a young Ethiop boy for no more than
19 cents a day. Sally Struthers would be proud.

It’s a simple equation, everyone. All it

By Brandon Staley
Current Staff

Hitting the Can: Students Fail to Squeeze
Out Distasteful Graffiti on Bathroom Walls

When students are asked what they
think of the Student Council, popular answers tend
to fall in the area of, “Student Council’s dumb,”
or, “It’s so pointless, they don’t do anything,” or,
“Who cares?”

Well, you should care.
As you may or may not know, the

student council is the link between the student body
and the administration. We take the student
suggestions and requests to the administration and
compromise
our way to a
s o l u t i o n .
Some of
t h e s e
solutions have been bringing X-Block to those
students who are needing more time for club
meetings and studying, initiating thedelicious salad
bar in the cafeteria, starting the Judicial Board to
give students another option for disciplinary action,
and putting tampons in the girls bathrooms, to name
a few.

The Student Council also works to
connect the school community with the
surrounding towns. One committee that specializes
in this is Heart-to-Heart, which works to raise
money for those who are less fortunate in our area.
Heart-to-Heart also ran the acoustic night that was
held mid-December.

As said before, the Student Council
takes suggestions from the students and works with
the administration to make them happen. Now,
everything with this system is working perfectly;
the council members are elected and willing to work
towards change, Mr. West and Mr. Bowman, the
council’s advisors, are supportive and  commited,
and the students are constantly giving the council
ideas to better ConVal. Oh wait, that last part
doesn’t really exist. Students are actually giving

no input whatsoever!
This means only one
thing: ConVal is
perfect! But this can’t
be right because

complaints are constantly flying out of students’
mouths, and the ever-popular “ConVal sucks”
motto is in full force. There are so many general
complaints that float around this school, but no one
ever specifically puts a finger on what “sucks”
about ConVal.

One possible rebuttal to this last
statement, and a valid one at that, is that the Student
Council members were elected because they had
ideas on how to better ConVal, therefore it isn’t
really the students’ jobs to come up with the ideas,
it’s the council members. Okay, that makes sense.

CONTINUED  ON PAGE 4

Student Council Wants Your
Input: Let Yourself Be Heard

Brandonspeak
Apocalyptic Humor
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ENTERTAINMENT

By Jo Jo Giovannangeli
with apologies to Ambrose Bierce

Jo-Jo’s New World Dictionary of the ConVal Language

One wouldn’t be alright if a Senator was sitting
around all day doing nothing because his citizens
weren’t giving him any ideas on how to fix his
state. Why should the Student Council be any
different? It’s a form of government, right?

Right, but there’s a few flaws. First of
all, council members didn’t run on a platform of
any kind stating, “If I am elected, I’ll do blab blab
blab.” They simply promise to listen to all the ideas
students give and treat each voice fairly. Second, a
federal government is a hell of a lot bigger than
ConVal’s government, so there’s just so many ideas
a couple dozen of somewhat similar students can
come up with to better our school. And once we
run out of ideas and things to fix, as we pretty much
have, we need new resources, such as you students.

We know there are things you dislike,
or perhaps downright hate about ConVal. We hear
you randomly complain everyday. Now, if it’s
anything other than just completely hating the
school system in general, we can do something

about it! If you are interested in a certain subject
but it’s not offered at ConVal, tell us! We installed a
World Religions class this year and have created a
Curriculum committee that specializes in such
suggestions. Inform us! If you think the hallways
are disgusting (either physically or with the
language/etc. that fills them), contact us! Maybe we
can do something. There is, of course, a limit to our
influence because we have to go to the
administration for approval, but we still have
influence. Contrary to popular belief, these people
do care about you guys, the students. They wouldn’t
be here if they didn’t, they aren’t paid enough. So
when the students have a problem, they want to fix
it just as much as you do. We just need to know
what should be fixed in order to change anything.

Too many times have we heard that the
Student Council is useless and it accomplishes
nothing. The reason we may not be doing anything
is because you’re not giving us anything to do, If
you think ConVal’s awful, fine, be miserable. You’re
only here for four years, it’s not the end of the world.
But why not make those four years as pleasant as

possible? These are the best years of our lives, that’s
what everybody’s telling us. Why not enjoy them?
If something is wrong, tell us!!! Because it’s not
our fault you don’t like ConVal. You are no better if
you don’t offer suggestions.

Student Council members are all
throughout the school; there are four from each grade
and one extra senior who serves as President. There
is a suggestion box in the HRC on Mr. Nott’s desk
(The side closest to the MacLab) that is begging to
be filled. We have meetings every Tuesday in Rm.
408 during advisory. If you have an idea, ask your
advisor for permission to come see us (but actually
have an idea, it will be really obvious if you’re just
skipping advisory).

Remember, when we gave our election
speeches and said we wanted to change ConVal for
the better and listen to your ideas, we really meant
it. So take advantage of this opportunity to change
something and stop by sometime. You may be
surprised what we can do if you just give us a chance.

CONTINUED  FROM PAGE 3

An Active Student Body Benefits School

Break: v.  To bring about the natural ending of all things made by man.

Collapse: n. The eventual fate of all governments and over achievers.

Drive: v. To endanger one’s passengers in an attempt to impress them.

Failure: n. What results when one tries.

Head: n. Space for rent.

History : n. An account that shows how the mistakes of the past translated into the problems of the present.

Legs: n. The defense mechanisms for vandals, thieves and little kids with big mouths.

Lucky : adj. Having enough foresight to avoid bad situations and embrace good ones.

Physics: n. A science designed to explain real world concepts with fictional situations.

Super Bowl: n. Advertising’s grandest stage.


